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09 Dear reader,
 
 There are few things as uncertain as the future of a 
young artist. Success is subjective, gainful employment is 
hard to define, and “making it” is rare. Being a young artist 
is more a submission to the self—an act of introspection—
than an outward ambition. It happens by default, because 
one can’t help but create; because, to the young artist, noth-
ing else seems possible.
 In the pages of this magazine, you will find the voices 
of The University of Montana’s most vibrant undergraduate 
artists. They are the voices of fresh thought, of exuberance. 
They are voices wrung out of stolen hours between classes 
and Sunday afternoons and lonely Friday nights. Each work 
in this collection stands for something ultimately separate 
from the whole—just what is for you to decide. But col-
lectively, these works, as they exist bound between covers, 
stand for something more: the voice of our community.
 Many thanks to the following individuals and orga-
nizations: Dean Bonnie Allen, Sue Samson, and the Mans-
field Library, ASUM and its tireless senators, the Office of 
Admissions, Jill Bergman and the English Department, Pra-
geeta Sharma and the Creative Writing Program, the ever-
patient Ken Price and his staff, and, of course, to Professor 
Robert Stubblefield, a leader, mentor, and friend—your ef-
forts are so rare, so essential to us all. 
 And to the reader: thank you for reading.
 -- Jamie Rogers
     Editor-in-Chief 
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